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The scaplan Affai r 

'i'h-a CIA, aarin g a ■?. liurdora r froa jail — mv FBI Gan*t find him 

Ealdoa does the cla advertise ito exploits, and for c ood reason,, It is a power 
of darkness and almost everything it does shuns the ligut, in oae recent case, however, 
the agency conspicuously departed from the rule and fairly boasted - in tco oblique 
manner tint is its very nature ~ of what it had accomplished and how it mub aone, ’i 4 ® 
referring, of course ^ to what the nesofakars navo X&tollcd the Kaplan "Capor 1 oi' ",*.dvcx> j 
■ fare’ 1 or some thing like tins, actually it was a rxakl.vss, coolly planned operation, 
curried out in the style befitting a ailiioisairs — whi.cn this particular jailoreaker is-, 

Let's recapitulate th-s essential facts of we case, Early in 19 ol, just as tiia 
last preparations for the ijay of Pigs wore (.fitting, underway, two ul* agents, jeal j?, Kap- 
lan and Louis fl, Vidal, sat themselves up in Mexico city «.o business partners in .ono of 
those bogus commercial eiiterorlses tiiut serve iue CX.-t.by .the thousands, all over in# gioho.. 
Their mission was to oiiK&nel an as and aoiaunition to the ariti^Caetro Cubans in Uuatanala 
and other parte of the Caribbean area, 

Ths tiro urn were of widely different origin and background, Joel Kaplan cam© of 
a wealthy Jewish family in Lew York with axteasiv* and oven notorioua Cl* connections 
(as early as August 1964, the Kaplan fund, set up by Jdrtl'a uncle, Jacob &, Kaplan, multi- 
millionaire former ^resident of the Welch Grape Juice Go, , was identified in Congressi ,onal 
hearings as & "conduit” for the GIA, a fact further borne cut ’ey tn® 19^7 disclosures 
concerning wlA penetration and corruption ox student ant, labor organisations^ , Louis Vidal 
was a Puerto glean who had come to I»ew York to live by his with ana found toe <#1* 'to be 
the beet bet for what c* thought would be toe good and e-ofe life, ho couldn’t have been 
more mistaken,. 

kftcr tn^ Bay of Tigs fiasco, toer* was much bickering between UiA agents aad 
hirelings over who had supposedly betrayed whom, Kaplan, for os:®, found cut, or thought 
so, that his partner Vidal was a double agent who also supplied eras and emsnaition to 
a pra-castio guerrilla organisation,' ‘rhat vac enough for joel to taka drastic action in 
approved style, One day in the eimaer of 1961 t is body of Vidal was found on a highway 
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to avoid returning 0 140,000 in cacti wiiicn he had received from pro-Caatro agents for 
the purchase of aas, a deal that hud been undercut by Kaplan on behalf of the CIa. Tna 
court didn" t believe a word of it anti convicted f apian of murder,. 

Oh August 17, 1971, as Kaplan and nis cellmate, Carlos Contreras, a Venezuelan 
robber and counterfeiter,, ware ewaating out another dreary day of their long sentences 
at the Santa itaria Acatilla Prison near Mexico City, tnav received visitors, accompanied 
by the wives of both man, an unidentified American lawyer paid a call on tnem in tneir 
Call EOo 10 and then looked over tna adjoining prison yard. It is self-evident, in retro- 
spect, that this visit was but the final link in a series of preparations for the jail-* 
break that must nave gone on for acme time before, with the collusion of prison author!- 

t ’ ieEo The next day, at dusk, a most unusual tnieg nappened, Swooping in low ovar tha 
unguarded prison walls, a Mall four— sentar helicopter paiuten in the ulus and whit® co- 
lors of the Mexican . jltorncy-Meneral 5 s office, landed without incident in the courtyard, 
conveniently, all but four of the 136 guards and most of the inmates ware at that moment 
watching a movie — the first to be snown at tit* prison in two years. The four guards on 
duty, pretending to oelievs that the ittoiwiy-uensral in person laid come to pay a visit, 
presented arms, Ko alarm was sounded, not a shot was fired aa Kaplan and Contreras, who 
by teat time were already out of their coll, emerged from a aidiag-placa nearby to board 
the ’copter as calmly and comfortably as if they ward in an airport. 



what happened nwxt is also ramancable, Having tnxen off undisturbed from tne 
prison yard and crossed tha walls, tha helicopter flew first to the small airport of aato» 
pan, ICO miles north of the capital,- row, you would think that the four guards on duty, 
having recovered from tneir stupor at watching tha •' vttoraey-ueosral'* make oii, under 
their nosea, with two prisoners in an aircraft would immediately nave alerted all ais*- 
ports in the country to watch out for tout bird# for a helicopter cannot fly from Mexico 
City to tJie nearest border without refuelling. It had to corns down somewhere within roach 
of Kexican authorities, before! the fugitives could seex a haven abroad. 



actually, or. th® airfield of actopao, a small plane, a Gssona-210, was alrea- 
dy waiting for the arrival of the helicopter. Passengers and pilot trails! errou to tns 
waiting plan®, abandoning th* expensive chopper like so iaucn trash, Than the plan© „coh 
off for La Peseta, a small fishing village 300 idles nortnosut of t.oxico City, not far 
fro® th* U.So border, ©ed her© took place wnat is psraaps the most reaarkabl® pure of 
this vender fully orchestrated escape. -it La Fescs, tns party split up, each of tne te.ro 
fugitives boarding one of two vaiting planes which tnen flew off in opposite directions. 
Tb© one carrying Kaplan, the millionaire-convict neadsd for Brownsville, Texas, nud tnon, 
after perfunctory border fcstaalxties - in woinh Kaplan actually gave nis correct has-® to 
the customs officials - fJ.ev on to Sausalito, California, a small town across tne bay 
from Sen Francisco, Th» other one, carrying a supposedly penniless tv.nvict, n.?ad*d lor 
Guatemala, & sure sign thus Contreras, too, had be*ii taken under its wings oy tne CIa- 

aitneurh some of in® nswsfakars tried to oaks it appear tnat Kaplan e.*d Con- 
tvflrne had been swung by ths Enfia - an all-Italian organisation to waicn neither man 
belonged.-tnc C.U hardly oven bothered to on -.sal its sponsorship, in Kexxco taty, Kap- 
lan 5 a "lawyer »eia 2 «uea, after dinning up one* more to* old cock-aod- 
vidal being alive, flatly told reporters: "Kaplan was without doubt 
and only the CIA could have fr.oed him," which is obvioue, 

•jixree cjusstions remain: 1 - *hy did tne CIA wait 
Frankly,- 1 can’t think of a plausible answer; 2 — say 
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Ths Panel He view (ctd„ fros xL III/24) 



Going back to the test of tho Ksview, it goes on to say: "The lov/er naif of this 
circular wound is obscured by tho surgically produced rrachsoto ay incision which transacts 
it. The center of ths circular wound is situs tad approximately 9 an, below ths trans- 
verse fold in the akin of ths neck described in a preceding paragraph, xhis indicates 
that the bullst which produced ths two wounds followed a course downward and to tho loft 
in its passage through the body," 

la tho first placs, it has to be observed here that ths panelists a priori 
agsuiaa to be an established fact what they ara supposed to prove, to wit that ona and 
the same bullet prcclucsd ths two wounds, namely tiis ona in the President "3 back and tils 
one in hi3 tnroat„ xhis gratuitous assumption, yhicn is not in any way substantiated, 
is designed to eliminate offhand on* of ths great moot questions of the assassination.. 



By emitting, purposely no doubt, a precise location for the "transverse fold 
in the skin of the neck" (see TL, 111/ 21), saying only that the back wound lias "approxi- 
mately 5,5 01" below that ill-defined point of reference, and tiiut ths center of the cir- 
cular wound in the front of tho neck in situated approximately 9 esu below it, they arti- 
ficially construct a downward course which ia belied by the photographic evidence l FBI 
Exhibits 59 and 50) reproduced in gdward J- Epstein's lnguost (pp, 56 and 57).. Thsss 
photographs prove, - and Epstein points tills out, too, ia detail - that the bullet hole 
in tho President " a back was lower than ths tiiroat wound,, Accordingly, if one and the 
same bulla t, fired from Oswald's position, had really produced the two wounds, as the 
Panelists assume, without even attempting to prove their case. At would have had to 
follow an up ward course, which is clearly a physical impossibility, no wonder those 
tell-tale photographs, whose evidence ia absolutely irrefutable, were omitted from the 
Warren deport (wnish substituted instead some ludicrously faked drawings) and ths 26 
volumes of Hearings and Bxnibitf.. Too Warren Goemiesioa, cf course, thougnt it could get 
away with this fraud because the 1-Bl photos were supposedly inaccessible to the public,. 
Once they were published, however, in .I nques t and elsewhere, it was utterly irresponsible 
for those four eminent doctors constituting the Panel to resort one* again to the same 
old trickery that had been disproved long ago* £Ut, than* they, of course, couldn't know 
that their supex^teent review would also come under public scrutiny,! 



Of great interest and significance is tho statement that the bullet wnich 
struck tne President in the back followed a couT39 "to the left" in its passage through 
the body, This means that said bullet, no natter where it emerged from Kennedy's body 
(assuming for the state of argument that if diu aa-srge from it) certainly would have 
missed Ooamlly altogether, for he wan ia the jusro seat directly in front of tan Presi- 
dent,, moreover, the wound of entry, in tne Governor's body, was high on tne right of the 



back, above tho armpit and alongside the should® rtils.de „ The wound of exit, or. the float 
of ths chest, was .just below and medial to taa right nipple, ilsra could a bullet, which 
had just traversed the body of the man straight behind aim lr. a left ward direction, con- 
ceivably hit ConralXy on the .right of tha bads: and emerge froze his ones'* below the vi^ht 
nippier impossible! The panelists, to bs sure, didn't bother about this particular la- 
st because they weren't concerned with C o nnel ly at all, 
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j. therefore* intend to conclude. this critique in a subsequent 
•ussing tha hignlights of the emotions in the toview entitled 
jbCriiyiuufion of t hu Glctiiiug, "1*1 scussion buuzrQ. 1 ,v 

Is r.nw, ana vexy little that is truthful, 

i.s limited to four pages per isaus, rHILOGl' 0 J*' mUHISeK t’ust be 
omitted in t.ue pro cent one; it will re rssuRsd in xL iV/3 (next issue ,u 
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ifow light on the Kobart Kennedy yurdar ftaud lctd» j - tfhat tna nutopsy Keport Ke veals 

Actually, ths fatal bullet, which was aost liksly of a frangible type, as has 
beea stated bei'or®, splintered in Kennedy’s head into a aultitucs of fragaants, tiie 
largest of which, in tha words of Dr„ Koguchi’s autopsy report, "seasures 12 e® in traue- 
vars® dim ension, 7 am in vertical dimension, and apprasimatsly 12 us in antero-postarior 
dimension, " Th® prssoaea of this fragment in the petrous lidgo of the brain was disco- 
./a red by pro-operativ® X-rays, whil® tc® mortally wounded Senator was being treated at 
the Good Sa m aritan Hospital* it was surgically rseovsd by Dr, Bat D„ Ksicl and turned 
aver to the polic®, >*. fragment of that aizs and shape is not identifiable by ballistic 
methods, it is tnerefora aa unmitigated fraud for rfolfer to claim that tna headeno* 
bullet had bean "rcoovorsd” and "booked as evidence*” there waa no such thing. 

Before we proceed to discuss whet else the autopsy report reveals tnat had been 
secret or distorted by tfc* authorities, let us examioa the principal findings. In 
a brief stateumat preceding tha do tailed medical findings and conclusions. Dr, Mogjichi 
declares: "from the anatomic findings and partinent nistozy r I ascribe tee death to: 
GUNSHOT wQUi-.D OF Rltti? VASTOID, P^STIUMBC BlUlH,** 

yho autopsy report states that Robert Kennedy was hit by three different bullet 
fcio© course and effects of which are described in the 3® tarmr* 
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